
CHAPTER 16: GOD’S FAMILY IS THE CHURCH 

In the Bible we have read of many people who changed their lives just to belong 
to God’s family. One such person we find in the Bible was Zacchaeus. 

 

 

Zacchaeus was a very short, rich man and lived in a town called Jericho a long 
time ago. Back then, everybody was talking about Jesus. Everywhere Jesus went, 
people who were sick got better, people who couldn’t walk could walk again, 
people who were blind could see again. Everywhere Jesus went there were 
always crowds of people all around him - and remember, Zacchaeus was a little, 
short man. He knew that he’d never be able see over a great crowd of people. 

He tried jumping up and down. He bounced from one side and then to the other. 
But still he couldn’t see. Then Zacchaeus turned around and saw a Sycamore tree 
growing right beside the road Jesus was walking along. 

So, he ran on ahead and climbed up the Sycamore tree. He didn’t care if he 
looked silly or not. He wanted to see Jesus! Sure enough, Jesus stopped right 
under the Sycamore tree. He looked up, and there was Zacchaeus peeking 
through the branches. “Zacchaeus!” Jesus said to him, “Hurry down from there! I 
must stay at your house today!” Zacchaeus came down that tree. When his feet 
hit the ground, he was so happy he nearly did a little dance! That’s just what Jesus 
does to his people. 



But the people in the crowd were not so happy. “This man is a sinner!” one 
woman said. “He cheats and steals from his own people!” said an old man. “He 
isn’t good enough for Jesus to come and stay at his house!” 

Zacchaeus heard what the people were saying about him, and he must have 
known that they were right. So he said, “Listen! I will give half of everything I have 
to the poor! And if I cheated anyone, I will pay them back four times as much!” 

Jesus was going to be a guest at his house. And what do you do when you are 
expecting company? You clean things up! That’s just what Zacchaeus did. He 
cleaned himself up on the inside first. Zacchaeus wanted to make things right for 
Jesus. He was so happy that Jesus wanted to come to his house; he wanted to 
make Jesus happy too. And Jesus was happy! 

Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Your life was all wrong, but now it is all right. You were 
lost, but now you have been saved!” 

Jesus knows you too! Jesus knows you by name, just like he knew Zacchaeus. He 
wants to come and tell you how much he loves you. He wants to tell you the good 
news of his home in heaven. He wants to laugh with you and sing with you, and 
be with you always. Will you welcome him in your heart? 


