
LESSON 11- THE CALL OF MOSES 

In this lesson we learn about God’s compassion and readiness to set the people free. 

God calls Moses and gives him a mission - Jacob’s descendants- the Israelites grew strong. The 
Egyptians began to be afraid of them. A new king came to the throne who did not want the 
Israelites to be powerful, so he made them his slaves. They were made to work hard all day- but 
still their numbers grew. So the king gave orders that every Israelite boy should be drowned in 
the river Nile. 

A woman hides her baby boy - During this time an Israelite woman gave birth to a son. She hid 
him for three months. She took a basket made out of reeds and put the baby inside. She then 
placed it at the edge of the river and told her daughter Mariam to keep watch. 

The princess finds the child- Later the king’s daughter finds the baby in the basket and took pity 
on him and decided to bring him up as her own son. Seeing this Mariam went up to her and 
asked her if she needed a nurse for the baby. The princess told her to bring one. Mariam ran 
home and brought her mother. The princess gave the woman the child to the nurse to be 
looked after.  

The child was told that he was an Israelite. When the child grew up, she brought him to the 
king’s daughter. The princess called him Moses. 

Moses runs away- Moses grew up in the house of Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt. One day, Moses 
decided to go to see how his people were getting along. It was terrible how they were being 
treated. He saw an Egyptian beating an Israelite slave. Moses looked around, and when he 
didn’t see anybody watching, he hit the Egyptian, and the Egyptian died. Then Moses hid his 
body in the sand. 

Moses now became afraid. He knew that people had found out what he had done to the 
Egyptian. That is why Moses had to run away. He went far away into the desert and worked as a 
shepherd and married a girl named Zipporah. 

Moses receives God’s call- The story begins as Moses is shepherding his father-in-law Jethro's 
sheep in the land of Midian, he is witness to a burning bush on Mount Horeb. 

One day as Moses was watching the sheep, he noticed something very strange—a bush that 
was on fire but not burning up! Moses was curious about the bush, so he went over to look. As 
Moses got closer to the bush, he heard his name being called, “Moses, Moses.” “Here I am,” he 
answered. The voice said, “Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals, because the place 
you are standing on is holy.” The voice said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses listened but was afraid to look at the bush. He covered his face in 
fright. 

 



 

God said, “Moses, I have seen how badly Pharaoh is treating My people. They are suffering 
greatly. I have heard their prayers. I have come to rescue My people from the Egyptians.” God 
told Moses He wanted to bring His people out of Egypt and into a good land where they could 
be happy. 

Then God said something Moses didn’t expect to hear. God said, “Moses, I am sending you to 
Pharaoh to help lead my people out of Egypt.” 

Moses was unsure about this job that God was asking him to do. God told him, “I will certainly 
be with you.” Then Moses said, “Whom do I tell them has sent me?” Then God said, “Tell them 
that I AM has sent you. Say that Yahweh, the God of your fathers has sent you. This is my name 
forever.” 

Moses still did not think he could do what God was asking. Moses had another question for 
God—“What if they don’t believe me?” God told Moses to throw down his shepherd’s staff. So 
Moses threw down his staff, and suddenly it turned into a snake! Then God said, “Pick up the 
snake by the tail.” So Moses grabbed the snake by the tail, and suddenly it turned back into a 
staff. Moses knew that God was a powerful God! 

Moses continued to talk with God, and he finally agreed to go to Pharaoh. Moses took his wife 
and family and began their long journey to Egypt. Moses also took God’s staff in his hand. He 
knew that God would be with him. 

 

After years of staying in Egypt, the people of God find their troubles unbearable. So they cry out 
to God. God has pity on them and prepares a leader to save them in His name. He wants us to 
trust the leaders he chooses and appoints, and continues to empower for His saving work. Today 
also God guides the leaders in the Church, the priests in the parish and other lay leaders, giving 
them the power to lead the people they guide, to experience His liberating love. 


